THE DAWN OF LIBERATION
THANKS TO THE ANTI-AIRCRAFT

A message to General Sir Frederick Pile, G.O.C. in C., Anti-Aircraft Command.
January 28, 1944.

I am very glad to hear of the excellent work of the anti-aircraft
batteries and searchlights in the latest minor raid of the Germans.
The heavy barrages which were fired and the efficient co-operation
of searchlights with fighters prevented the bulk of the enemy aircraft
from entering the Metropolitan zone. Give my compliments to all
ranks.

"MAGNIFICENT FRENCH TROOPS"

A message of congratulations to General de Gaulle on the performance of General
Juin's French troops on the Fifth Army front in Italy. February 3, 1944.

Accept my compliments on the magnificent way in which your troops
are fighting in the present battle. It is a comfort to have a strong
French formation alongside the British and Americans in the line. It
reminds us of old times, and heralds new times.

"A PROUD POLITICAL TRADITION"

A message to the Marquess of Hartington, National Government candidate in the
West Derbyshire by-election. February 10, 1944.

10, Downing Street.

My dear Hartington,

I see that they are attacking you because your family has been
identified for about 300 years with the Parliamentary representation
of West Derbyshire. It ought, on the contrary, to be a matter of pride
to the constituency to have such long traditions of constancy and
fidelity through so many changing scenes and circumstances. More-
over, it is an historical fact that your family and the people of West
Derby have acted together on every great occasion in this long period
of our history on the side of the people's rights and progress. It was
so in the Revolution of 1688 which finally established the system of
Constitutional Monarchy, under which we have enjoyed so m ny
blessings. It was so at the passage of the great Reform Bill of 1832,
which laid the foundations of the modern electorate. It was so in
the Repeal of the Corn Laws in 1846, and in the Extension of the
Franchise in 1884. Once again it is the old cause of freedom and
progress that is being fought for, though this time not only among the
hills of West Derbyshire but in the devastating world war.

Most English people are proud of the past of their country, and feel
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